
QUESTIONNAIRE

SOLIDARITY AND DECENTRALISED FINANCING IN THE FIELD OF WATER AND SANITATION: IMPACT, ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES

Context

Faced with the challenge of reaching the Millennium Development Goals in water and sanitation, two key points have been particularly emphasised by international players: the need to increase the funding reaching local levels and, at the same time, the need to build local capacities in order to ensure good water resource management
.

Solidarity Financing Mechanisms

Solidarity financing mechanisms contribute, among other things, to meeting both these needs. We use the term "solidarity" in the sense of creating change through the common appreciation of the importance of access to water and sanitation. Inequality of access to water and sanitation around the world is unfair, and the examples of financing mechanisms we are concerned with here are driven by people who wish to redress this imbalance. The mechanisms are essentially decentralised and non-governmental, and can complement other forms of funding such as ODA.
A study
 has shown that several countries have developed solidarity initiatives that harness the energy, commitment and financial support of water users, water and sanitation organisations and their staff, local authorities, and that these initiatives have evolved according to the local social and political context of the country concerned. For instance:
· Initiatives led by associations and NGOs: WaterAid (United Kingdom, Australia and USA), WaterCan (Canada), Water for People (USA et Canada), Oxfam Water for Survival (New Zealand), Eau Vive, pS-Eau (France);

· Decentralised co-operation actions led by local authorities in the North who build a relationship with a local authority in the South and support water and sanitation provision projects for their partner: SIVOA (France)-Ouallam (Niger), St-Herblain (France)-N'Diaganiao (Senegal), the direct cooperation actions of water authorities such as the SEDIF or the AESN (France).

· Initiatives involving water professionals (such as employee associations that mobilise their experience or funds): Aquassistance, Waterforce (France), Aqua4All (Netherlands)

Objective of the Questionnaire

On 21 March 2006, during the 4th World Water Forum in Mexico City, a global initiative to extend and strengthen solidarity financing mechanisms was launched.  We now wish to highlight the importance of this type of support by examining in greater detail the impacts and benefits of such mechanisms, and in particular, by looking at how solidarity financing actions meet, or fail to meet, the expectations and needs of populations in the South.

By responding to this questionnaire you can help us to support and improve these mechanisms. We would be most grateful if you could take 30 minutes to fill out the questionnaire and send it to the contact given on the last page.

Questionnaire Structure

21
Identification


32
General Information


33
Awareness of solidarity financing mechanisms


44
Experience of solidarity financing mechanisms


4Description


5Impact


6Your Evaluation


65
Vision and expectations of solidarity financing mechanisms


76
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1 Identification

1.1 You are a:

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Local organisation :

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Association

 FORMCHECKBOX 

NGO

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Cooperative

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Other (please specify):      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Local or Regional Authority
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Rural

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Town

 FORMCHECKBOX 

District

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Other (please specify):      


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Company
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Water or sanitation service provider

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Hydraulic engineering company

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Consultancy

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Other (please specify):      
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Government Body (please specify):      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (please specify):      


2 General Information

	Name of the entity/organisation:
	     

	Address:
	     

	Town:
	     

	Country:
	     

	Telephone number:
	     

	Fax number:
	     


	Description (role, activities) :
	     


	Name of Questionnaire Respondent:
	     

	Position:
	     

	e-mail:
	     

	Direct phone:
	     


	Other contact within the organisation:
	     

	Position:
	     

	e-mail:
	     

	Direct phone:
	     


3 Awareness of solidarity financing mechanisms

Please tick that box that best corresponds to your situation:

 FORMCHECKBOX 

We are familiar with solidarity financing mechanisms and have benefited from them (GO TO SECTION 4)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

We are aware of the existence of solidarity financing mechanisms but have never benefited from them. We would be interested in being involved in such action (GO TO SECTION 5)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

We are aware of the existence of solidarity financing mechanisms but have never benefited from them and are not particularly interested in doing so (GO TO SECTION 5)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

We have never heard of solidarity financing mechanisms as described on the cover page, but we would like to know more about them. (GO TO SECTION 6)

4 Experience of solidarity financing mechanisms

(Describe your past experiences if you are not currently involved in such mechanisms)

If you wish to explain any specific aspects of your experience that do not fit into the following questions, please do so here:      
Description

4.1 Are you currently in a partnership involving solidarity financing mechanisms?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES

When did this partnership begin?:      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO

4.2 When will the partnership end, or how long did it last?

Answer:      
4.3 What type of structure is/are your partner(s) in the North? (You may tick more than one box, and provide names and any additional information in Question 4.4)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NGO
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Association
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Government body

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Local Authority
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Regional authority

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Water authority
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Private company
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Foundation

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (please specify:      )

4.4 Please list your partners and their country

Answer:      
4.5 How did you find out about them? How did your relationship begin?

Answer:      
Could you briefly outline how your relationship is structured (partners, roles and responsibilities, formal framework, duration and deadlines, % of budget covered by solidarity financing etc.)? 

Answer:      
4.6 What type of projects and actions are carried out? What are the amounts of money involved?

Answer:      
4.7 Who are the direct and indirect beneficiaries of this partnership? How many are there?

Direct:      
Indirect:      
4.8 What are the geographical areas concerned?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Rural
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Peri-urban
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Urban

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (please specify:      )

4.9 Have the beneficiary populations directly participated in drawing up and implementing the projects?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES

In what way?:      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO

Why not?:      
4.10 What mechanisms have been integrated to ensure the project sustainability?

Answer:      
4.11 Do these actions contribute to a broader regional or national programme?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES

Please describe:      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO

Impact

4.12 What were your needs, or those of the beneficiary population at the outset of this partnership?

Answer:      
Could you describe how this solidarity financing mechanism was able to meet these needs (visible results, impact on people's lives, capacity building)?

Answer:      
4.13 Are there any needs or expectations that this solidarity financing mechanism was not able to meet? 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES

Please describe:      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO

4.14 Has the partnership been able to adapt to changes in your needs? 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES

In what way?:      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO

Why not?:      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Our needs have not changed

Your Evaluation

How is this type of financing mechanism/collaboration different from other forms of funding that you have experienced (bilateral aid, World Bank etc.)?

Answer:      
4.15 What were the strong points/advantages of this type of mechanism/collaboration?

Answer:      
4.16 What problems have you encountered?

Answer:      
4.17 Do you think that extending and strengthening these solidarity financing mechanisms is a good initiative?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES (GO DIRECTLY TO QUESTION 5.2)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO (GO DIRECTLY TO QUESTION 5.6)

5 Vision and expectations of solidarity financing mechanisms

5.1 How did you find out about solidarity financing mechanisms?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Through this questionnaire

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Because I know other organisations who are involved in such partnerships

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (Please specify:      )

5.2 According to your understanding or experience of solidarity financing mechanisms, why do you think they should be encouraged?

     
Do you think that solidarity financing mechanisms have a particular role to play in the provision of access to safe water and sanitation for all?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES

Please describe:      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO

Why not?:      
5.3 What do you expect from such mechanisms (who should benefit from them, where do the needs lie) ?

     
In the context of this initiative to extend and strengthen solidarity financing mechanisms, what would be the aspects that should be improved? What should be changed? What advice would you give to people wishing to get involved in such partnerships?

Improvements:
     
Changes:
     
Advice:
     
Other remarks:
     
According to your understanding or experience of solidarity financing mechanisms, why do you think they should not be encouraged?

     
5.4 Do you know any other examples of solidarity in the field of water (e.g. local solidarity practices or international mechanisms)?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES

Please specify:      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO

6 Get Involved

I would like (please tick the relevant box or boxes) :

 FORMCHECKBOX 

To join the global initiative to extend and strengthen solidarity financing initiatives and I am available to provide more information and share my experiences

 FORMCHECKBOX 

To join the initiative and receive information on exchanges and experience sharing regarding solidarity financing mechanisms

 FORMCHECKBOX 

To receive more information

Please let us know if you have any other comments or suggestions that have not been brought to light by this questionnaire.

Comments:      
END OF QUESTIONNAIRE

CONTACT DETAILS

If you would like any further information, please do not hesitate to contact 

Sarah Mackenzie

Programme Solidarité Eau (pS-Eau)

32, rue Le Peletier F - 75009 PARIS 

Ph. : 33 (0)1 53 34 91 26 / 20 

Fax : 33 (0)1 53 34 91 21 

e-mail: mackenzie@pseau.org  

PLEASE SEND YOUR COMPLETED QUESTIONNAIRE TO:

mackenzie@pseau.org
or by fax:

Fax : 33 (0)1 53 34 91 21 

� See for instance the report from the Camdessus Panel, Financing Water for All, and the first report of the Task Force on Financing Water for All Enhancing Access to Finance for Local Government


� pS-Eau, Eau Vive 2005, Solidarity and Decentralised Forms of Financing Access to Water and Sanitation for All
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