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Matural disasters can strike anytime and amywhere While we cannot
prevent these cccurrences, good planning and proper preparation can
limit the devastating effects of these disasters on our lives.

The Mational Water Commission takes several steps on an ongoing basis
to protect both the availability and quality of your water supply.
Because wee know the importance of water to life, we also take extra care
in the event of a natural disaster and do risk and vulnerability analyses
as well as disaster preparedness procedures to better serve you.

Howewver, nothing that we do can totally prevent a disaster. Water supply
systems are by nature very vulnerable to natural disasters such as
hurricanes and earthquakes. Intake structures to harness water often
nead to be constructed in river beds, exposed to the powerful effects of
raging flood waters; treatment plants and well stations are sometimes
exposed to flooding contamination and electro-mechanical damage;
electricity, needed to pump water over hills and mountains, is likely to go
off during a disaster; thousands of kilometers of pipes run along roadways
and hillsides exposad to landslides; water tanks and other infrastructure
may also be damaged. This means we all need to be prepared in the event
water supplies are disrupted or otherwise affected by natural disasters.

You have not yet really planned for a disaster if your plan does not include
a water supply plan. Here are a few tips on water supply and disaster
preparedness from the National Water Commission to help you: -

Before

EBExpect disruptions: always have some water stored - A safe and
realistic approach to the preparations for natural disasters is to expect
that piped water supply may be disrupted after a hurricane, earthquake
or other disaster. Mo emergency supplies kit is complete without your
own supply of water. Water supplies may also be disrupted for other reasons
as well, and 50 it is always a good idea to have as much water stored as is
possible at all times. Additionally, water that is stored in clean, air-tight
containers in a cool place remains safe indefinitely. Store your water in
good plastic containers that have been washed and rinsed property.
Containers that were used for chemicals or toxic material should not be
used to store water. However, even properly stored water may be changed
every six months or so to maintain freshness.

a. If you have a tank, you should make sure the tank is filled before a
knowven event. You should also make sure that your “no-return” valve is
working otherwise the water from your tank may run out into the main,
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b. If you do not have a tank make sure to fill as many clean containers

as possible with water. Get appropriate containers for the purpose if you
don’t already hawve as this may also be used to collect water from water
trucks after the disaster. Store as much drinking water as you can, but you
must store at least one gallon of water per person in the household for at
least three days (preferably cne week).Young children and sick persons
will actually require more water.

E Protect your environment and do not throw or allow trash and debris
to get into rivers, especially those from which water is collected - A major
cause of damage and disruption at water treatment plants is the effect
of silt, run-off water and debris on screens and intake structures. A major
contribution to this is the state of the natural environment. if trees are
planted and the watershed areas are not stripped bare but kept clear
of debris and rubbish, the damage and disruption at water treatment
plants will be greatly reduced.

During & After

El Conserve treated water; Use available untreated water, where
appropriate -During the immediate aftermath, every effort should be
made to conserve treated water and use the treated water that is stored
primarily for drinking. Most of the water normally used in the home is used
in the bathroom, and every effort should be made to adjust one’s usage in a
disaster. For instance, foods should be used that require the least amaount of
water for preparation and plastic/disposable containers are to be preferred.
Similarly, if your internal plumbing is connected to a tank and the piped
supply goes, be careful not to continue using the water as you would
narmally do when piped supply is available. As much as is possible,
unireabted water should be used for activities such as toilet flushing and
washing instead of using limited supplies of treated water.

Follow advice - Be sure to follow the advice of the authorities and keep
informed about when your water supply is likely to be restored, trucking
schedules where that is available, as well as advice about treating drinking
water at home. In the immediate aftermath of a natural disaster it is most
likely that the Ministry of Health will advise that you bail your drinking
water or treat it with bleach, This standard precautionary measure is very
important since treatment operations may have been disrupted at the
water treatment plant, or the plant may have been overwhelmed by turbid
(muddy) or contaminated run-off water, or the pipes may have been
broken or you may be collecting your water from some untreated

sOource.







