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Context

275 million Africans do not have access to safe drinking water and 300 million lack access to basic sanitation. Key to improving health conditions, living standards and the fight against poverty, these are crucial challenges that Africa must rise up to. Meeting the Millennium Development Goals relating to drinking water and sanitation in Africa requires that by 2015 400 million inhabitants gain improved of water supply and sanitation services.

Meeting these objectives requires the mobilisation of all stakeholders: the Governments concerned, the local stakeholders (local authorities, public bodies, civil society, independent local water and sanitation providers, etc.), the populations, the bi and multi-lateral financial partners, decentralised co-operation stakeholders and NGOs of developed countries.

While complying with sectoral strategies defined at national level, it is at a local level that strategies and implementation of water supply and sanitation services must take place. To do this, the local authority is responsible for responding to its constituents needs, involving all stakeholders both in terms of problem diagnosis and in drawing up local strategies as well as in implementing the service. As this concerns all people, it applies both to rural and urban districts, even if specific methodologies need to be envisaged for different contexts.

Session Objective

The session aims to:

· Present different cases of local consultation for implementing water and sanitation services

· Demonstrate the conditions and constraints associated with implementing and managing local public water and sanitation services

· Analyse the means of involving all stakeholders and the balance between "demand" and "supply"
· Specify the role of municipalities: their public responsibility and their coordination/facilitation role to ensure the service is provided
Session Schedule (3 hours)

Session Chair: Mr Ly Belko Amadou, Mayor of Torodi, Niger

Session Rapporteur: Mr Emmanuel Ngnikam, Chair of the NGO ERA-Cameroun

1. Introduction to the issues and theme under debate


5 min.

2. Decentralisation and management of small drinking water supply systems in small towns (presentation by Mr Alain Henry of the AFD and a Malian Mayor)

2.1. Introduction to comments on the film "Water Money"
10 min.

2.2. Screening of two commentaries on the film: "the responsibility of the town council", "user associations and the town council"
15 min.

2.3 Clarifications on the two screenings
45 min.

3. Consultation and involvement of all stakeholders in secondary towns 

(Debate mediated by Mr C. Le Jallé of pS-Eau)

3.1. Introduction to the approach
5 min.

3.1. Drawing up a shared municipal strategy in the town of Dschang in Cameroun (Mr Etienne Sonkin, Mayor of Dschang, Cameroun)
10 min.

3.2. Setting up a strategy for access to water and sanitation in the peripheral areas of Kisumu, involving the different stakeholders (Mr Ombogo Director of Lake Victoria Water Services Board, Kisumu, Kenya)
10 min.

3.3. Clarifications on presentations
45 min.

4. Debate with both members of the panel and the audience
45 min.

Members of the Panel:

· Mayors (Mr Etienne Sonkin, Mayor of Dschang, Cameroun / Mrs Prisca Auma Malachi, Mayor of Kisumu)

· Government bodies responsible for water and sanitation provision

· Public or private water and sanitation providers (Mr D. Onyango Director of KIWASCO, Kisumu, Kenya / Mr Issiaka Boukari Maiga, ONEA, Burkina Faso / Mr Othmane Bekkari, LYDEC, Morocco)

· Decentralised cooperation (Mr Henri Bégorre, AMGVF, Mayor of Maxéville, Vice-President of the Urban Community of Greater Nancy and President of NANCIE)

· NGO (Mr Kariuki Mugo, Association Maji Na Ufanisi, Kenya)

Themes for debate:

· How to involve all stakeholders

· Role of local authorities and coordination between different partners to implement local water and sanitation services: national and local water and sanitation providers, decentralised government bodies, public bodies, local and international NGOs, decentralised cooperation partners, users.

5. Formulation of recommendations and conclusions
25 min.

